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Swanson, Neil Unconquered. Doubleday. Nov- 
28,1947. 440p. $3.00. 
the American scene today are myriad historical novel- 


ists whose works deal with our own history during the 
Century and among them few are more ambitious 
than Neil Swanson whose present offering the third 
aseries thirty novels dealing with the westward move- 
ment the American frontier during the latter half 
the 18th Century. Inevitably his work will compared 
with the six volume project Hervey Allen dealing with 
the fate the Indian during the same period. However 
comparisons must wait until the series are more complete. 
Many readers will remember Mr. Swanson the author 
The Perilous Flight, one the best examples jour- 
nalistic history historical journalism produced 
cent years. 

Unconquered begins Dorset village whence Abigail 
Martha Hale, diminutively luscious and spirited young 
sent via series unfortunate circumstances 
London and thence Norfolk indentured con- 
vict, murderess not guilty the crime for which she 
was convicted. auction aboard ship her indenture 
was purchased Christopher Holden, captain the 
Virginia Rangers and accomplished scout more than 
nine years experience the western country, returning 
fom mission England where had attempted 
gather information the activities Martin Garth, 
trader and the Ohio region. Chris bought 
Abby only prevent Garth from acquiring her; himself 
had interest her and wished set her free but could 
oly legally marrying her. Impatient return 
Diana Travers Chris arranged forged bill manu- 
mission and left only have Garth discover the forgery 
and forge his own bill sale for title Abby. 


When Chris learned that Diana had become his brother’s 
wife left her and went Williamsburg for council 
men versed Indian affairs and with the help John 
Fraser attempted prove Washington, Sir William 
Johnson and the directors the Ohio Company that 
Garth was fomenting unified Indian uprising that would 
kill off squatting settlers and force the Army move 
thereby increasing tremendously the value the seven 
million acres land which had acquired trading 
with the Indians. But Garth blocked almost every move 
and Chris succeeded only obtaining authority carry 
belts summoning the Indians council. Garth-arranged 
ambuscades were successful killing two his com- 
panions; his own belts were delivered but without success. 


Then the actors gathered Fort Pitt 1762 with the 
Indian uprising imminent. Chris abducted Abby from 
Garth’s post and planned kill the latter thereby ter- 
minating his activities. But Garth check-mated this move 
and regained Abby who was then given him Gaya- 
suta, the Indian chief. When Chris learned this went 
downriver rescue Abby from Gayasuta’s village. 
found her the early stages torture but managed 
almost incredible rescue and even more incredible 
escape. Trapped cave beneath waterfall 
several days they discovered and indulged their love for 
each other. Striking eastward they discovered the cap- 
ture Fort Venango and the trick whereby 
was accomplished and the ganison killed. Hoping 
prevent the surrender Fort Pitt the same trick they 
abandoned their plans for escape the east and slipped 
through the lines into besieged Fort Pitt. here 
Garth was able wreak even greater mischief culmi- 
nating Chris’ courtmartial and conviction charges 
dereliction duty. But with the ending the siege 
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witnesses established his innocence, Garth was killed and 
Chris was re-united with Abby the story ends. 


Romance, passion and adventure abound this story 
laid against one the most fascinating backgrounds 
all American history. There definitely too much 
the passion since there certain amount sexual 
immorality and there are constant references specific 
items female pulchritude and the various anatomical 
charms that are reputed lodestones the roving 
eye the male. But the history there too, accurate 
its general and detail, especially the inci- 
dents the siege Fort Pitt. The author’s general 
thesis that the settlers were too hardbitten acknowledge 
defeat, that they were new race the making, race 
that stormed over mountain ranges the west search 
land likewise correct and acceptable. ali the 
book seems suitable for adult readers though one hopes 
that the author will find possible remove the blatant 
sexuality which characterizes this book from its successors. 


LITERARY GUILD—JANUARY SELECTION 
Brown. Dec. 15, 1947. 308p. $2.75. 


Fair Stood the Wind for France Mr. Bates told the 
story Wellington bomber crew crash-landed occu- 
pied France and working out safety through the cap- 
able assistance lovely peasant girl, Francoise. The 
Purple Plain finds Mosquito pilot Forrester still desper- 
ately bent dying ever since the London night 
when his bride less than day was blasted out 
existence. Thus far, his wrecklessness has won him only 
decoration which inwardly ashamed for 
which loathes himself. tale works out his salva- 
tion through the gentle understanding Anna, Bur- 
mese girl whose spirit was strong enough pierce For- 
rester’s outward shell disgust with life and sweet 
enough overmatch and quench the mounted bitter- 
ness within him. The outward conflict Ally versus 
Nazi enemy has switched here the inward conflict 
the man against the poison despair within him. 
both narratives lovely, capable, slightly romanticized 
heroine who plays the contributing cause the happy 
resolution the variant problems. 


Forrester pictured fiercely resenting the Squadron 
doctor, Harris. resents Blore, the prosaic veteran 
Burma just resents Carrington, the rookie navigator 
who helps him fly the river, mountain 
jungle surrounding the hot Burmese plain. Accidents 
the field, visits with Miss McNab, good, pious, gin-drink- 
ing lady missionary, visits with Anna whom Harris 
has introduced him, enemy bombing raid while with 
Anna, then the trip with Carrington deliver Blore 
change station. These form the substance the story 
with the last climactic position. accident occurs 
route, fire and crash landing strange territory. 
The long wait for rescue and the gradual dying the 
sun brings home Forrester what Anna means him 
and fires within him forever the desire live. The 
rescuers arrive long last and Forrester returns 
Anna, rehabilitation and peace. 


The love story well written, touched with tenderness 
and with honesty. More impressive the author’s grasp 
and feel for country, for the assertion things and their 
influence men. Mr. Bates has, too, keen faculty for 
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capturing the myriad phases single moment Laut 
casting them vivid colors the page. Harp 
For the reader seeking story Mr. 
more, The Purple Plain will provide hours healthy 
enjoyment. ing, 
intere 

SELECTION States 

McCrone, Guy. Red Plush. Farrar, Straus. Noy, them 
18, 1947. 615p. $3.50. other 
This chronicle the Moorhouse family, which was direct 
provokes comparison with John Galsworthy’s The Forsyte Genet 
Saga and Arnold Bennett’s trilogy the Five the 
Like these English chronicles, Red Plush fictitious 
history, story rather than plotted narrative. Like them Other 
its literary life depends upon sharp observation, 
tude and the willingness the reader forego the before 
exalted pleasures drama and poetry. The family Jap 
community dinners and parties; the business affairs 
the men and the emotional sensitivities the women; the 
the price butter, cheese and bread; conventional efort 
mores and the effort the rebellious few challenge well 
circumvent them. successful all this trivia must 
add something greater than the sum its parts— 
Few readers will deny Mr. McCrone’s success Furthe 
ducing his Scotch version the Forsytes and catching which 
their special flavor. The Moorhouses are unequivocably Washi 
middle class, Calvinistic and nineteenth century, and why 
sufficiently numerous display these general characteris 
tics individual contexts. Mungo, the eldest son, 
mains the farm, marries the laird’s daughter and 
advances prosperity and piety with the slow sure step Mr. 
the countryman. Arthur, the cheese merchant, the 
strict but kindly church elder, the natural leader the 
family. David the aristocrat the family. After the 
brief spasm romantic passion for concert singer, told 
safely moored sensible girl and career shipping 
magnate. Mary complacent and pious, wed one nothing 
the Glasgow city fathers, while Sophie, the family freedon 
brain, the wife ludicrously inarticulate soul things 
propriately named Butter. Phoebe, the youngest girl, The 
half-sister the rest, has the wildness, grace and emo United 
tional depths the Highlander. Phoebe never breaks the also 
family tie, but she vastly different from the 
She marries bankrupt young engineer and goes with him vast 
tanism Glasgow. Chin 
All the characters come alive and all them, desvite 
their limited intellectual horizons ,are interesting. 
Puritanism shown soft lights and the greatest Commu 
placed not upon their bigotry, but upon their strong and 
sense duty and their unconscious belief that the King 
dom God definitely includes family mansion, 
coach and pair, roast beef and respectability. Mr. should 
Crone has shown this with consummate char 
acters speak for themselves and the author has special the 
axes grind. The single moral lapse described the 
book, Hayburn’s affair with young Viennese girl, 
model discretion. Francis Connolly ack the 
Department English 
Generali 
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Lauterbach, Richard Danger from the East. 
Harper. Nov. 12, 1947. 430p. $3.75. 


Mr. Lauterbach’s book, Danger From the East, Amer- 
ica’s effort Japan, Korea and China, excellent report- 
ing, highly informing and worth-while reading for anyone 
interested the Far East. The United States sincere 
her efforts bring peace into the world. The United 
States’ roots are democratic and she firmly believes 
them and earnestly hopes that they will planted 
countries form Government, and general 
directs her foreign policy along democratic principles. 


Japan the United States, through the leadership 
General MacArthur, trying teach the Japanese peorle 
the democratic way life. conceded that her efforts 
showing fair success. there full success? 
Other bigger problems the world, such the situation 
the United States and Russia, must solved 
before realization can had the way democracy 
Japan any part Asia. Certainly, the author 
points out, Japan has desire buffer state, nor 
has been expressed, “colony America.” 


the part the book treating Korea, the American 
does not show, reported, that things are going 
well there. Perhaps due the fact, the author 
himself, says: “For thousand years and 
would-be conquerors China have begun their drive for 
Asiatic dominance first winning Korea (Chosen).” 
Further, points out that, “Today the needle history 
which quavers between the magnetic forces centered 
Washington and Moscow points directly Korea.” That 
why the American effort Korea not successful, 
because where there storm brewing, difficult 
along calm road and solve the numerous problems that 
country like Korea. Consequently, quoting 
Mr. Lauterbach: “Politically there not much hope for 
coalition among Korean politicians parties until 
there basic world-wide agreement between Russia and 
the United States The alternative, General Hodge 
told me, for the United States ‘sit Russia Since 
the Russians will doing the same thing, 
but stalemate can result, and despairing real 
the Korean people will quietly prepare take 
things into their own hands once again.” 

The American effort China thus far has failed. The 
United States extremely sympathetic with China, but 
full hesitation and doubt what plan 
isn’t easy get the bottom things that 
vast country; and perhaps that why there conflict 
among Americans what policy should followed 
inChina. All agree that China should assisted, but 
hw? That the problem. General Marshall’s story 
tld how tried conciliate the Natinoalist and the 
Communist parties China. His mission was failure 
the present time the civil war China has taken 
tremendous importance. What should America do? 
Governor Dewey recently stressed that the United States 
turn China and help her very way. 
Marshall’s solution is, reported him: “The salvation 
the situation, see it, would the assumption 
kadership the liberals the Government and the 
minority parties, splendid group men, but who yet 
lack the political power exercise controlling influence. 
Successful action their part under the 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek would, believe, lead 
unity through good government.” 


Lauterbach Hannum 
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the Asia tomorrow, one result the war the 
Pacific this, that the Asiatics are deeply interested 
independent forms government, each for its own coun- 
try, and the United States and other world powers must 
bear this mind the formation their foreign policies. 
The Asiatics will longer stand for the old ways such 
colonies dependent states. How this accom- 
plished? Mr. Lauterbach points way through the U.N. 
But everything depends the equitable settlement 
international problems the World Powers themselves, 
particular the Pacific between Russia and the United 
States. 


can truly said there danger from the East the 
failure the United States aid the people the East 
fulfill their aspirations for self-government, from the 
inability prevent Russian domination over Asia. 


Rt. Rev. Monsignor John Romaniello, M.M. 
Maryknoll, New York 


Hannum, Alberta. Roseanna McCoy. Holt. Nov. 


10, 1947. 256p. $2.75. 


This novel based episode drawn from the famous 
Hatfield-McCoy feud. The exact cause the feud which 
dated from Civil War days was past remembrance but 
time had not assuaged the bitter hate between the clans 
when, fateful August day 1880, Roseanna McCoy 
met Jonse Hatfield Kentucky election rally. the 
West Virginia side the Big Sandy River Jonse’s father, 
Devil Anse, led the Hatfields scattered through the moun- 
tains while the McCoys living the Kentucky hills rising 
above the opposite bank spiritedly followed Old Randall 
McCoy, Roseanna’s father. McCoys from every corner 
Pike County had been summoned the rally the 
interest the re-election Governor Knott, personal 
friend Old Randall’s and, aside from its political im- 
plications, the event was one merrymaking. That 
neither chieftain wished provoke trouble this occa- 
sion was indicated the calculated absence both men 
from the gathering, and Old Randall’s last words Rose- 
anna before her departure cautioned her not “mix in” 
with the Hatfields. Half expectant yet emotionally un- 
prepared for it, Roseanna was shaken the realization 
that she and the strange young man whose eyes had caught 
and held hers for moment were destined for each other. 
When Jonse followed her the spring the road where 
she had gone draw water urgent awareness em- 
phatic the division primitive hatred that separated 
their people drew them together and was tempered only 
reminders, angrily expressed, their separate loyalties. 
Knowing that union the clans through marriage 
would only invite bloodshed they decided part and 
Jonse accordingly left Roseanna the woods, but this 
resolution was almost immediately broken when her 
return the rally, now accompanied Little Randall, 
her thirteen year old brother, who had come fetch her, 
the two met again. introduced 
Hatfield Little Randall fury tore into the crowd 
screaming vile epithets that silenced the celebrations. 
Only quick diplomacy Jonse’s part asking Roseanna 
dance with him saved the situation McCoys and 
Hatfields sprang the draw. Confused the innocence 
this request, perfectly legitimate one the time, the 
men returned their jugs. From Ellison Hatfield, Jonse’s 
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uncle, and Tolbert, Roseanna’s brother, representing Anse 
and Old Randall, permission was wrung the two young 
people enjoy the day together. 


For Roseanna became day tension that only eased 
off when she was with Jonse, day that ended finally 
the triumph love over hate their complete submis- 
sion their passion. the night that followed there 
was wild ride across the Tug and through the 
mountains Jonse’s place where planned present 
his bride Devil Anse. The contrast between Old 
Randall, loving though stern father, wise, respected, 
weak only his hate for Hatfields, and Devil Anse, un- 
couth, rough, law unto himself, clearly drawn. Com- 
plete disregard her presence was Anse’s reply Jonse’s 
announcement that intended marry Roseanna, but 
the latter remained the house hoping that the elder 
Hatfield would soften. Under the influence his father’s 
iron will, Jonse’s enthusiaism suffered set back. The 
price outright gift the timbered mountain had 
always hoped own became renunciation Roseanna. 
Vacillating between following their hearts their heads 
Jonse finally decided pursue Roseanna’s suggestion 
leave the hills entirely and start life anew elsewhere un- 
encumbered the opposition hate surrounding them. 
When she learned soon after that the McCoy’s were 
“fixin’ Roseanna resolved give Jonse com- 
pletely, order prevent the impending warfare. But 
even this gesture was made too late for, after her return 
home where she was received with forgiveness, her 
brothers Tolbert, Phamer and Little Randall while de- 
fending her honor against the slurs Ellison Hatfield, 
left him critically wounded. revenge Devil Anse took 
the three boys hostages who would pay with their lives 
Ellison died. 


The trek through blinding rain and sloughing mud 
Sarie, Old Randall’s wife, Bess, Phamer’s wife, and Rose- 
anna, comfort Tolbert, Phamer and Little Randall 
their make-shift prison, the pistol shots ringing out thrice 
across the river, Old Randall’s capture Jonse and the 
latter’s enforced departure for Pikeville tried for 
murder McCoy’s hand-picked prosecutor, Roseanna’s 
ride back Devil Anse betray her people and save 
Jonse’s life were events that followed quick succession 
after the tragedy, leaving her bereft but pridefully satisfied 
and glorying the torture her love. 


Though the book purports more than love 
story and the author, Roseanna, analyzes the symptoms 
the disease sympathetically, even poetically, many de- 
tails pioneer mountain life necessity appear, adding 
the stature the story. Old Randall’s emergence 
power behind politics typical particular abuse 
less evil than Devil Anse’s utter disregard for ordered 
justice. The rally with its gossip, drinking, dancing, eat- 
ing, the little Irish peddlar setting his wares the 
crowd gathers, Uncle Dyke, farmer vocation, traveling 
preacher avocation, all form characteristic part 
the scene. 


Mrs. Hannum’s characterizations are apt. Clearly she has 
deep sympathy and understanding those caught 
the mesh man-made circumstances. That Roseanna 
and Jonse could have done anything but what they did 
she does not question. She manages communicate the 
manner life these mountain folk with effective 
economy style and simplicity expression. lend 
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authenticity this story based fact and 
suggest the very atmosphere the surroundings she ha; 
adopted the dialect the locality and does not depend 
colloquialisms dialogue alone convey the back 
ground. There are occasional touches symbolism ang 
always the natural scenic settings these people clog 
nature harmonize with the mood. Like sad 
the story advances barren conclusion. 


The author continues write lyrically and simply 
Thursday April, The Gods and One, and more 
Spin Silver Dollar. The futility hate with its 
reaching searing effects stands revealed and, without 
ment, the author tears away any shreds decency mask. 
ing its ugliness. But even this may above the 
standing younger readers and because pronounced 
stress the physical longing accompanying their 
tionship, running like refrain through the book—particy. 
larly noted pages 53, 64, 94, 98, 106, 169, 187, not 
mention occasional vulgarities characteristic the 
speakers most cases, though sometimes unexpected 
Little Randall, otherwise depicted shy 
little boy, the book can only recommended 
who will probably find that its greatest attraction lies 
the unusual source its material and the 
distinctive regional style. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Holbrook, Stewart The Story American Rail 
roads. Crown. Nov. 1947. 468p. $4.50. 


Here Christmas window book for you pres 
your fascinated nose against, you rounder 
tallow pot, Butch Jenkins Henry Thoreau who can 
say think, did Walden, “When hear the Iron 
Horse make the hills echo with his snort thunder... 
seems the earth had got race now worthy 
inhabit Enough that you know instinctively 
and heart that all the romance transportation 
railroading. makes small difference whether you prefer 
the upstart Diesel, “coughing and muttering along 
way, sounding whistle but foghorn bleat like poor 
dumb animal trying give vent some emotion,” the 
vital, deep-breathing, fire-and-smoke 
this book for you. 


The Story American Railroads tells, 
manner, the colorful and varied history the rails. Fact, 
myth, and legend abound. takes account 
the railroad’s surprisingly large part America’s west 
ward development; names all the names, from 
parative unknowns like Evans (an early prophet) and 
Coffin ((the airbrake fanatic) one-eyed Jim Hill the 
empire-building Great Northern and Robert “Hogs and 
Humans” Young the contemporary Chesapeake 
Ohio; relates quaint and amusing traditions, like the 
early one which required passengers assist the 
ductor whenever called upon right derailed cars 
push puffing trains steep grade; notes the 
tance railroads accepting life-saving devices like the 
automatic coupler and block system; eviews 
heroic and impossible efforts required lift tracks 
and through impossible ranges like the Cascade and the 
Front; deals with land-grants, the hocus-pocus 
financing, strikes, train famous disasters 
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Tennessee, was the locale the greatest 1918, 
dead), with the life the Pullman Porter (and the 
Society for the Prevention Calling Pullman Porters 
George), with those knights the road, the riders the 
brake rods, and, finally, with the railroad ballad and 
dramatic literature, Casey Jones and all. Definitely, 
you like tinker with Lionels and American Flyers, 
you cannot hear locomotive whistle shatter the still 
country air night without inexplicable heart-yearn, 
Holbrook’s book for you. 

Joseph Belvedere 

Department English, 

University Scranton 
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Allen. Lo, the Former Egyptian. Double- 


day. Nov. 242p. $2.50. 


once Smith book has title which means some- 
thing. Egypt, this case, refers southern Illinois, the 
region the author’s origin and early upbringing. Stung 
the charge that was travel writer who never 
traveled and incited similar Drieserian project, Mr. 
Smith decided upon hegira the scenes his child- 
hood. The pilgrimage begun spirit satirical rever- 
ence rapidly developed into irreverent peregrination. 
Consequently are led this book through various 
southern Indiana and introduced 
people, told various incidents the early 
Smith life, given bits local lore and legend, given, 
sort autobiographical travelogue. Through 
itall Smith pokes fun people and places and incidents 
and attitudes, none very interesting, some 
humorous. Most interesting the author’s occa- 
sonal reference the Catholic background his youth, 
background scarcely consistent with the nature his 
previous books. Mr. Smith labelled humorist and 
araconteur; minor extent is. Though much less 
objectionable than previous works the general tone 
this book still such render suitable only 
adult readers who will find little interesting attractive 
it. 


* 


The Life 
1947. 


Humanist Hero. 


Maynard I heodore. 
Macmillan. Nov. 


Sir Thomas More. 
$3.00. 

During the past four hundred years more than fifty full- 
length biographies St. Thomas More—anecdotal and 
analytical and erudite, Latin, English, French, 
German, Russian, and Spanish—have been pub- 
Until the monumental critical edition More’s 
latin and English works, now progress, completed, 
there remains but one choice for those who this time 
would write more about the great English Chancellor: 
repeat their own words, but with the charm 
new style, what has already been said. Theodore May- 
however, has not only done this his recent 
biography More, but has also capitalized 
aspect the life St. Thomas More which most 
opportune this period our century. The strong 
point this latest biography More that humanism 
and heroism are not incompatible, that humanism when 
free and conscious itself will lead man sacri- 
fice and greatness which truly superhuman. 
view the communist program 
“scientific world humanism” this book challenging. 


Smith Maynard 
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Early the course his 261 page study St. Thomas 
More humanist and hero, Maynard devotes chapter 
More “the humanist.” Here points out that 
Renaissance humanists, whatever variety, would have 
rejected the Encyclopedia Britannica definition human- 
ism: “any system thought action which assigns 
predominant interest the affairs men compared 
with the supernatural abstract.” Had such defini- 
tion been presented man like More, any -of his 
friends, “they would have once said that the real 
humanist was obliged take God into account, and was 
Renaissance humanism, quite rightly, maintains May- 
nard, thought itself integration the whole 
personality; Renaissance humanism the More type saw 
further that, “because original sin, man was god 
ruins, and consequently would never altogether 
integrated until was with God.” that statement 
lies the keynote Maynard’s study More, and 
proposes show that because Sir Thomas More realized 
fully man’s place relation God, his personal 
integration was near perfection was. “The 
complete man the saint, and More set out 
saint. the course doing was able exercise 
his immensely versatile talents. the end all 
showed constancy principle that called for most 
absolute courage—and became hero. His human- 
ism was crowned martyrdom.” 


Through deft handling his subject matter, and with 
enrichment content from More’s own writing, 
Maynard re-creates the days which St. Thomas lived 
and brings him forcibly before our vision: student 
love with learning; the legal light Tudor England, 
with scrupulous regard for truth and justice; trusted 
diplomat, royal envoy, and Lord Chancellor 
shirt; man born for friendship, universally admired 
and universally loved; confidant Erasmus and 
Henry, neither flattering nor fearing either one; 
Utopian who not the hero the communists, but 
simply Christian affirming Christian values; friend 
heretics and sworn enemy heresy; paterfamilias 
house happiness where his tenderness most beau- 
tifully flowered; the director kind domestic 
university virtue and scholarship went hand 
hand, both united with wit and their loveliest”; 
writer defending learning both against Protestant anti- 
intellectualism and against ultra-conservatism among his 
co-religionists; man prayer and penance, patriot 
and martyr who died “the king’s good servant, but God’s 
first.” 


Though Maynard gives evidence 
acquaintance with much More’s writing, particularly 
with his English Works, makes claim original 
research and draws heavily the early and most valu- 
able the recent biographies More, occasionally taking 
exception their opinions provocative historical com- 
ment his own. The reader Maynard biographies 
has learned not expect precise references nor look 
for formal argument support the author’s views and 
verdicts. Humanist Hero must rest content with 
brief foreword acknowledgement sources, occa- 
sional paginal reference for passages quoted refuted, 
and six page index. The student More, however, 
will regret Maynard’s prejudice against documentation, 
for the absence documentation lessens the value the 
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author’s keen analyses the problems and historic trends 
underlying the salient facts the life and writings St. 
Thomas More. Also regretted certain weak- 
ness the construction the biography: the major divi- 
sions the chapters are not always logically equal the 
theses proposed the titles the chapters; neither the 
whole study conclusively unified the theme suggested 
the title the book. 


Sister Celestine Cepress, F.S.P.A., 
Viterbo College, 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin 


von Hassell, Ulrich. The von Hassell Diaries, 1938- 
1944. With Introduction Allen Welsh Dulless. 


Doubleday. Oct. 1947. 400p. $5.00. 


will never know, course, what turn events might 
have taken had opposition movements within Germany 
succeeded overthrowing Hitler and the Nazi regime. 
The failure such plots relegates the issue the realm 
conjecture. historical importance, however, the 
knowledge that such forces were operative. How they 
planned, schemed and functioned, all that part that 
invaluable record the wartime Reich, contained 
this document one the foremost figures one 
these opposition groups. 


career diplomat for more than quarter century, 
von Hassell was appointed Ambassador Rome 1932, 
not long before Hitler’s rise power. Here remained 
until 1937 which time, following his scathing denuncia- 
tion the Rome-Berlin Axis, was forced out Rib- 
bentrop and retired from the foreign service. 


Among Hassell’s closest associates the circle 
plotters were General Ludwig Beck, the former Chief 
Staff, and Carl Goerdeler, the ex-Mayor Leipzig. Other 
important conspirators were Popitz, Prussian Finance 
Minister, and Dr. Jessen, Professor Berlin University. 
Hassell’s contribution the movement was indispensable 
view the two-fold function performed. his 
official capacity served diplomatic adviser and was 
scheduled become Foreign Minister the new govern- 
ment established. More important, very probably, 
was his unofficial function mediator for the group. 
representative economic association Hassell was per- 
mitted travel about unhampered both within and out- 
side Germany. Thus was always the source 
information and, the same time, was able keep 
contact with the scattered members the movement. 
There actually was organized leadership and the varied 
temperaments and ambitions individual members neces- 
sitated strong guiding mind. the long run Hassell 
seems have been motiviated loftier ideals than any 
the others. 


Lack consideration for details execution was, all 
probability, highly instrumental causing the plot 
fail. broad principle they sought return the 
monarchy and were primarily concerned with the “basic 
elements the Bismarckian Reich”. Aware Ger- 
many’s moral degradation, they hoped restore the in- 
fluence Christianity and reestablish rule law 
and justice. But Goerdeler’s imprudent, reactionary aims 
and Beck’s impractical theorizing forestalled any full 
agreement the method approach. 


von Hassell Ruark 


The one element which Hassel thought some degree 
leadership could found was the army. But over ang 
over the “hopeless corporals”, called them, 
him. generals,” wrote, “would have the 
government they wish overthrow give them the 
officer, Col. Claus von Stauffenberg, who brought 
bomb Hitler’s office that fateful day, July 20, 1944 
Hassell was not immediately touch with this 
attempt but was eventually arrested the Gestapo ang 
paid with his life. 


special note interest found the history the 
learn that part the notes had been cached away 
Switzerland. Some were hidden Ridgeway’s 
China Tea box and buried the family estate. 
occasion, when search was made the house, 
came within five steps some notes stuck 
photograph album. 


Reading these notes one deeply impressed the 
acter the author. The risk faced demanded 
and faith cause which, times, even understood 
was futile. But give up, felt, would reveal coward. 
nature. went on, always under pressure and the 
ever watchful eyes the Gestapo. Yet, scholar that 
was, never lost touch the humor life. Thus, 
while recalling events critical moment, stops 
relate anecdote witticism about the Nazi regime. 


The von Hassell Diaries are valuable document, 
only for their lucid presentation historical facts, but for 
the tragic story they unfold. Their reading, however, 
presents one problem. fully comprehend some the 
author’s remarks one must have clearly mind picture 
the events they transpired. Otherwise the import 
his words and impressions lost. every serious 
student history they are recommended very 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 
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Ruark, Robert Grenadine Etching. Her Life and 
Loves. Doubleday. Sept. 25, 1947. 270p. $2.75. 


Grenadine Etching the author’s satirical answer the 
plague historical novels which has descended upon the 
land these latter years. satire all the books 
which use slight veneer historical background 
backdrop for themes adventure and passion, which 
exaggerate, out all proportion, minor incidents the 
first faint forerunners modern trends phenomena, 
which group oddly assorted characters under almost 
credible and most peculiar circumstances, which, brief, 
abandon the literary concepts the historical novel 
favor whatever approach will guarantee reader 
terest and consequently sales. This reviewer has 
ognized references dozen books the genre which 
has read the past, undoubtedly there another score 
which missed. However 270 pages the author has 
managed encompass more exaggerated adventure and 
passion and trend-posting than many the 


Born violence, orphaned and reared Maman Toddy, 
voodoo priestess, with Brandy the gorilla who became 
psychotic over the problem its sex, trained the mys 


DECEM 


teries 
age anc 
exiled 
Custer’ 
incited 
the 

Toddy’ 
the red 
sharp 
torical 

one soc 
ments 
always 

the boo 
absurdi 
able 


Brace, 


Never 
The 
such 
achieve 
“deeply 
about 
Puritan 
found 


Ralph 
years 
ment, 
what 
didactic 
mind. 

the 

own ex 
end 
pride 
order 
propert 
the Stu 
his chre 
ting 
the 
the nev 
much 
and pre 
Unlike 
George 
exag 


mer 


SELLER 


15, 1947 


degree 
Over and 
them, failed 
ave the same 
the 
was a young 
brought the 
20, 1944 
this 
Gestapo 


mathematics, men and magic, violated tender 
age and killing her violater, Grenadine heroine end 
lush heroines. career includes marriage 
ailed Spanish don, gambler, Australian tycoon and 
with men too numerous mention. She was 
Custer’s last stand, inspired Marconi invent the radio, 
incited Stalin, Lenin and Trotsky start the Russian 
evolution, invented the cigarette, ran slave compound 
the South Sea islands and finally found her raison 
inventing modern advertising which was Maman 
Toddy’s revenge upon the white race for 
fantastic, idiotic, silly, evil? Certainly but merely 
the reductio absurdum type modern publica- 
There are thousand incidents which throw into 
sharp relief the silliness many modern, 
torical novels. Sex, food, philosophy, sex, adventure, 
SEX, all are treated not only exaggeratedly but 
fact the treatment exaggerated that 
one soon tires Mr. Ruark’s satire has 
always smart the modern manner. tour force 
the book begins promisingly but continues and ends 
absurdity. Mr. Ruark’s intention end good, his 
means are not. The book such unrecommend- 
able any class reader. 
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Brace, Gerald Warner. The Chronicle. 
Norton. Aug. 25, 1947. 379p. $3.00. 


Never have the blurbs come close the actual truth. 
The Garretson Chronicle does actually measure 
such huckstering ads “an impressive and substantial 
achievement.” self-sufficient and impelling,” 
“deeply provocative and engrossing,” “the best 
about New England since George Santayana’s The Last 
Puritan,” “more piquant and the same time more pro- 
than Marquand’s work.” 
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Ralph Garretson the mature prime his forty-four 
years sets down retrospect the confluence environ- 
ment, circumstances and deliberate action that made him 
what is. does more than tell the domineering 
Grandfather Garretson, Victorian minister turned 
didactic novelist, drummed over the edges his youthful 
mind. does more than tell his father Randall’s 
transcendental fumbling love and marriage according 
the Brahmin protocol. the concrete terms his 
own existence, rather interprets with understanding 
end with irony the whole New England conscience and 
pride family, Emerson and Thoreau, the old Yankee 
order that put the scholars, ministers the church and 
property holders class and caste distinct from and 
the rest men. Calm and after 
the Sturm und Drang youth, Ralph Garretson writing 
his chronicle the new generation thoughtfully re-evalu- 
ting the immediate past from which 
Santayana’s Last Puritan demonstrated the tragic impact 
the new generation upon the old. Garretson portrays 
the new generation the throes finding itself not 
much destroying the old rejecting the follies 
and preserving the enduring excellence both. 
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Unlike the admiring friend and biographer The Late 
George Apley, Ralph Garretson does not rend the fabric 
exaggerated tradition shreds but rather moves 
gently aside like curtain obstructing the proper view 


Brace 


193 


things. The Bostonians abroad, Randall’s obtuse 
blindness the fatal effect that life with Grandfather 
having his first wife, the super-Prep school and “the 
old Lincoln spirit,” all receive their drop irony from 
Ralph’s pen. But his father’s sincerity, the integrity 
his architectural knowledge and the conviction genuine 
culture, these too are drawn the same pen and with 
the same ink. Both qualities irony and compas- 

sionate sincerity are happily combined Ralph’s escape 
from trap his own making—his near settling into 
unwanted business, marrying the boss’ daughter join- 
ing the country club set. was the natural result 
inexperienced youth searching for itself after rebellion— 
the same that previously sent him visiting with the com- 
mon-folk Kingsleys where learned carpentry, sense 
home life and the ease just living with one’s work. 
Seth Kingsley, the meticulous craftsman 
that the hens have perfect door their coop, taught 
him other standards too: “Once you acknowledge truth 
yourself, then you’re stuck with it. Anything less 
won’t work.” 


Seth Kingsley and the other characters the Chronicle 
may not maneuver quite the spotlighted brilliance 
the actors staged Marquand nor speak with the 
svelte finesse the latter’s dialogue, but they perform 
articulate breadth, length and depth with added 
accompaniment tone gesture that produces them 
fourth dimension—meaning that mirrors the person- 
ality from within. This true not only the prin- 
cipals, Grandfather, Randall and Ralph, but also the 
minor roles through all the grades their importance: 
Mrs. Madigan driving, pushing, washing, feeding and 
cursing the men her household improve their 
honesty and justice; Professor Warrener raucously hunting 
art Europe, playing his part “as though the world’s 
stage contained only himself and his Eileen 
Warrener, early light Randall’s life, vigorously shaking 
off the shackles age pale and blessed damosels; 
Mr. Quinn who roared that culture was all right, but 
‘you could pick you went Lucy, Ralph’s 
stepmother systematically training the children true 
culture “as though she held open manual good 
conduct—not the picayune conduct surface etiquette, 
but the Way Life which she conceived with learned 
conviction.” 


Irony, truth, character and background are husbanded 
with style most deceptive for its quasi philosophical 
detachment. The tempo the writing, ever smoothly 
paced and reflective, manages the same time convey 
the tightening rise and the crescendo real dramatic 
incident. Ralph caught snow storm with two com- 
panions mountain side, Ralph breaking his engage- 
ment with Marilyn and taking his leave her dis- 
gruntled but honest father, Ralph truly love with 
Christina and surviving the obstacles, these moments, 
narrated with what seems dispassionate indifference, 
develop tensions and tautness that startles the lulled 
reader into awareness that time and action have 
picked imperceptibly and carried him away. This 
novel sincere. sound literature, ethics and art. 
recommended all readers. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
University Scranton 
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North, Stirling. Dear Heart. 
Sept. 25, 1947. 255p. $2.75. 


One more book about boy and his devotion animal, 
this case “little black buck lamb”. But many factors 
put this book class itself. The writing 
distinguished rare poetic quality, capturing the racy, almost 
Chaucerian speech the country folk Indiana, where 
little Jeremiah Kincaid lived with his grandmother Cat 
Hollow, Pike County, back 1903. The character 
drawing done with intelligence and insight: ten year old 
Jerry, sensitive, determined, loyal and loving; scrupulously 
polite, saying “Thank you kindly” the Lord God every 
time anything goes well with him; and the people who 
made Jerry’s world the inseparable playmate; 
Uncle Hiram the blacksmith, haven and refuge 
time trouble”, resourceful and gay; old Granny Kincaid, 
bringing Jerry the “straight and but sensi- 
tive and loving all the other people the story. 
blessed relief! here book with not too incredible situa- 
tions, with perfectly credible characters, and without 
single unpleasant person incident from beginning 
end, except for one childish squabble. Yet the book 
virile enough: Jerry, present the lambing, falls deeply 
love with the little black rascal, offspring Kincaid 
ewe and the ram from neighboring Tarleton lands. 


The story record his boyish attempts circumvent 
Granny’s decree that the lamb shall not kept, Granny’s 
melting toward the mischievous creature, Jerry’s ingenious 
idea that the lamb can only win the blue ribbon 
Pike County Fair will safe for ever from the butcher’s 
knife. Granny brought around consent the 
Fair; money must raised for railroad fares, and (the 
only strained and unlikely episode) the children find 
bee-tree and sell the honey; then tragedy: “Danny” 
escapes from his pen and lost for many long day. 
After much suffering, the prayers are answered; the Lord 
God restores Danny Jerry’s arms, and the Pike County 
Fair achieved, Jerry all the pride “store-bought 
breeches” and Granny with “purely sinful” umbrella. 
Danny, needless say, does not win the blue ribbon, but 
because is, the Judge says, perfect example 
what “love and care can the production live- 
stock” awarded the Special Award Merit. Simple? 
The story such beautiful exposition love 
and trust that you could almost apply Sidney’s 
words: tale that holdeth children from play and old 
men from the chimney corner”. When Danny lost, 
heartbroken Jerry first refuses pray the God who 
has taken his little black lamb from him. After days 
almost delirious grief has dream that winter 
time. and Tildy and Uncle Hiram are carving animals 
from wood for the Crib. But when comes the 
fashioning the Christ Child, Jerry’s knife can not make 
much cut the wood. “You kin only fashion 
Him through love,” says Uncle Hiram, and taking his 
knife carves the figure baby that holds them all 
silent with wonder. Then Jerry, taking block black 
walnut, carves the “breathing speaking likeness Danny”. 
“You see,” says Uncle Hiram, “it’s easy shape your 
lamb because you love him.” his dream Jerry under- 
stands the mixture self and pride his love for Danny 
and finds that praying—just find the lamb; never 
mind the blue ribbon. Waking, goes out once again 
his search and finds Danny. 


Doubleday. 


North Index 


impossible enumerate the many instances thy 
loving and reverent familiarity with God that once 
meated our mediaeval literature but has now either 
good made realize that there are parts 
country where such attitude still existed least 
the turn the century. The simplicity these 
lives, the ballad-singing and ballad-making, the 
and fairy lore less complex age are all things thy 
this book has captured. should everyone’s 
and especially this season the year. 


Angela Cave, M.A. (Oxford) 
Department English, 
Manhattanville College, 
New York 
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Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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